[image: image1.jpg]\

POLAND - RUSSIA

CROSS-BORDER
COOPERATION PROGRAMME

2014-2020

PROGRAMME
IS CO-FINANCED
BY THE EUROPEAN UNION





SUPPLEMENTARY CALL FOR EXTERNAL EXPERTS FOR ASSESSMENT 
OF THE TECHNICAL DOCUMENTATION OF THE PROJECTS 
WITHIN THE POLAND-RUSSIA 
CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION PROGRAMME 2014-2020
On behalf of the Ministry of Investment and Economic Development of Poland acting as the Managing Authority for the Poland-Russia Cross-border Cooperation Programme 2014-2020, the Joint Technical Secretariat (hereinafter JTS) of the Programme, is launching the Supplementary Call for external experts for assessment of the technical documentation of the applicants to identify and select qualified and experienced professionals to join the Programme’s pool of experts to be set up for the projects assessments. The external experts selected within the framework of this Call will be involved in the assessment process for the project applications submitted under the Poland-Russia Cross-border Cooperation Programme 2014-2020. 

1. BACKGROUND 

1.1. Programme information 
The overall aim of the Programme is to support cross-border cooperation in the social, environmental, economic and institutional spheres at the borderland of Poland and Russia. As both its predecessors, the Programme is directed at Polish and Russian border regions and for all non-profit oriented institutions from these regions. 

The Programme Strategy responds to the national and regional strategies of socio-economic development which shall be implemented by the strategic objectives of the Programme.
The 1st Call for Proposals of the Poland-Russia Cross-border Programme 2014-2020 was closed on 16th July 2018. The Joint Technical Secretariat received 118 application forms.
The largest number of applicants are interested in implementing projects for promotion and preservation of the natural and cultural heritage of the Polish-Russian borderline. Below can be found detailed information on the application forms submitted in each priority.
	Thematic Objective
	Number of Application forms submitted

	Heritage
	57

	Environment
	42

	Accessibility
	19

	Border security
	0

	Total:
	118


1.2. Aim of the Call 

The aim of the Call is to invite interested candidates possessing adequate abilities, professional skills and knowledge in the area of the technical documentation of the applicants on the proper assessment of the projects, in accordance with the Programme documents. 
2. GENERAL INFORMATION 

2.1. Beneficiary

The open supplementary call is announced by the JTS for the Poland-Russia Cross-border Cooperation Programme 2014-2020, located within the Center of European Projects, budgetary unit of the Ministry of Investment and Economic Development of Poland.

2.2. Call’s objective 
The objective of the call is to prepare a database of external experts who will contribute to a high quality project assessment within the Programme by giving its opinion on the technical documentation of the applicants.
2.3. The tasks to be performed 
The external experts will be requested to support the JTS employees in assessment of the technical documentation of the applicants. The external experts will verify whether the submitted technical documentation is complete, legally valid and prepared in accordance with national Polish and/or Russian requirements. 

The JTS will ask the external experts to give an opinion in some limited period of time. If the external expert is available and willing to perform an assessment, he/she has to sign declaration of impartiality and confidentiality (Annex V to the Evaluation and Assessment Manual). Only then external expert could receive access to selected elements of project proposals which are necessary to conduct assessment.

The external experts could be assigned to more than one project proposal based on his/her education experience and knowledge.

The external experts will provide assistance in carrying out assessment of the application form and respective documents according to assessment criteria of an administrative and eligibility check as well as a quality assessment. External experts are obliged to make comments/recommendations following provisions of section 3.3 and 3.4 of the Evaluation and Assessment Manual. External experts shall also provide the additional comments at the request of the JTS or the Joint Monitoring Committee (JMC).

Eventual recommendations issued by the external experts will be included into assessment checklist prepared by the assessors from JTS. The assessors from JTS will be responsible for verification of fulfilment of experts recommendations.

The external expert will be obliged to carry out the assessment of the selected part of the application form within 5 working days from the date of its obtaining. If more application forms will be assigned to the external expert, the period for the assessment completion will be counted basing on the same assumption - 5 working days per application form.
3. PLACE AND DURATION

Unless decided otherwise, the experts shall work remotely and using their own tools. Documents or a part of application form to assess will be sent electronically via email.
4. SELECTION PROCEDURE
The external experts are selected via the open call and they will be chosen by equal treatment principle, following confidentiality and secrecy rules. Based on the received documents JTS will perform an assessment and prepare a database of external experts which fulfil the necessary requirements. All external experts will be informed by email on the results of the assessment of their proposals. 
Contracts with experts will be concluded in accordance with Polish law and in Polish language. The working translation of the contract in Russian will be also available.
Contracts will be valid until the end of 2019.
Inclusion in the expert list does not guarantee the selection and appointment for the assessment of project proposals.
Interested candidates are requested to submit the following documents:

1. Application for an expert to support the assessment of the projects;

2. Curriculum vitae.

Signed and scanned documents shall be submitted via email until 14th September 2018 (e-mail address: plru@plru.eu). Candidates are also asked to send paper versions of Application and CV to JTS office:

Wspólny Sekretariat Techniczny

Programu Współpracy Transgranicznej Polska-Rosja 2014-2020

Centrum Projektów Europejskich

ul. Głowackiego 14, 10-448 Olsztyn, Polska

5. SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS REGARDING THE PROFILES OF THE EXPERTS
The candidate for external expert may be a person who fulfils all the following criteria: 

a) under penalty of perjury submitted the statement confirming that he/she: 

· enjoys full civil rights; 

· possesses legal capacity; 

· has not been found guilty for an intentional offence or for intentional fiscal offence; 

b) is not involved in the Programme implementation by carrying out tasks of the Programme institutions; 

c) must not be involved in the preparation of project proposals to the CfP organized within the Programme; 

d) must not be linked to lead beneficiaries/beneficiaries in the projects; 

e) candidates for the technical documentation external experts shall possess:

· at least Master university degree in the field of construction or architecture; 

· at least 3 years of proven professional experience in preparation or verification of the technical documentation for the construction purposes; 

· fluent knowledge of at least one of the following languages: Polish, Russian; 

· very good command of English (written and spoken, at least C1 level).  
6. REMUNERATION
The remuneration for the technical documentation for external experts is foreseen in the amounts of 130 EUR per one AF.
7. CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
The external experts must be free from conflict of interest and are deemed to work in 
a personal capacity. Therefore, in performing the work, they do not represent any organisation and are expected to act impartially, in an independent, objective and confidential manner and apply the best of their abilities, professional skills and knowledge in accordance with the Programme documents.
The external experts must strictly comply with the rules defined by the Programme for ensuring the impartiality and the confidentiality of the assessment process. Therefore they:  

· must not discuss any project proposal with others, including other experts or the MA/JTS/BO/NAs staff not directly involved in the assessment of the project proposals;

· must not communicate with applicants. This includes communications related to clarifications, the announcement of the results of each assessment  stage as well as dealing with any kind of requests for information and questions raised by the applicants;

· must not disclose the names of other assessors and external experts participating in the assessment process; 

· must immediately inform the Head of the JTS if during the assessment he/she discovers being directly or indirectly connected with a project proposal to be assessed. 
The external experts must be aware that failure to comply with these rules may result in exclusion from the immediate and future assessment process.
The external experts will have to sign declaration of impartiality and confidentiality (Annex V to the Evaluation and Assessment Manual). Only then external expert could receive access to selected elements of project proposals which are necessary to conduct assessment.
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